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A number of years ago, while taking a ferry to Ellis Island to see where 
my grandparents arrived for their new life in this country, I stopped at 
Liberty Island to see the great statue. I saw just how the Statue of Liberty 
greeted immigrants, with her torch held high. My eyes filled with tears as I 
read the poem on the monument, which refers to Liberty as the “Mother of 
Exiles”:

			   Give me your tired, your poor,
			   Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
			   The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
			   Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
			   I lift my lamp beside the golden door!
 
Last year, I was asked to give the opening prayer at a conference 

introducing workers who gave testimony about what happened in a raid 
on their workplace by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).  
A series of ICE raids had recently happened in a 
number of plants near Omaha. The workers who 
spoke to us were all documented U.S. citizens. A 
number of them were born in this country. Two 
were white and two were African-Americans. 
About 200 workers were lined up along a wall, 
were bound with plastic strap handcuffs and 
interrogated. One pregnant woman, who had to 
go to the bathroom, was eventually allowed to 
do so while handcuffed to a male officer. Only 20 
workers were taken away to a detention camp 
and deported. In many cases, their children came 
home from school to find their parents gone, with 
nowhere to begin searching for them. I cried that 
day, too.

The U.S. Catholic bishops have led the way in calling for comprehensive 
immigration reform. The system we have is not only broken, it is immoral. 
Our U.S. economy depends upon the labor of more than 10 million 
immigrants. Terrible poverty in many parts of the world draws people 
here to do the work that is needed. In a majority of the cases, these workers 
must be separated from their families in order to provide for their families’ 
survival. The number of legal visas for those workers is insufficient to 
supply the need for even a small percentage of the workers.

President George Bush, Sen. Chuck Hagel, Sen. John McCain and many 
other leaders in Congress advanced legislation to reform our immigration 
system in a way consistent with the U.S. bishops’ plan. Given the economic 
issues at stake and the impossibility of removing 10 million workers 
in key industries from the workforce, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

supported the legislation. Sadly, a coordinated effort soundly defeated a 
comprehensive approach to dealing with the problems of immigration. 
“Enforcement first” became the battle cry. News commentators, like CNN’s 
Lou Dobbs, ridiculed the bishops’ insistence on a “path to citizenship” and 
a “path to reunifying families.” They derisively branded this legislation as 
“amnesty,” with the most odious connotations.  

What had happened to Mother Liberty’s welcoming call? Of course, 9/11 
happened. And, an unjust system had gotten so bad that everyone could feel 
that it needed a radical solution. “Put up a bigger fence”; “Stop the flow of 
‘illegals’”; “Send them home”; “Enforce the law” all became easy solutions 
and ways to blame the workers for the problems with an unjust system.

How do the U.S. bishops propose to address the complexity of 
immigration reform? The bishops offer a complete approach to a solution 
in a magnificent website: www.justiceforimmigrants.org. This site outlines the 
basic tenets of Catholic social teaching regarding migration:

1) A family has a right to live with dignity in its own country; 
2) A person has a right to migrate to 

another country in order to provide for the 
needs of his or her family; 

3) A country has the right to control its 
borders. 

The bishops insist on a comprehensive 
approach that begins with calling for the U.S. 
to help address a worldwide poverty that 
too often does not allow people to provide 
for their families in their own countries. The 
bishops call for a guest-worker program 
that would offer a path to permanent 
residency and family unity. Jobs should 
allow workers to change employers and have 
labor protection, workers’ rights and just 

wages. Foreign workers should be able to travel between the U.S. and their 
homelands. U.S. workers should be protected so that they are not harmed 
by just wages paid to immigrant workers.

Please look at the bishops’ website. Explore the myths that are 
continuously repeated about immigrants. Learn facts that help us all 
overcome fear of the unknown and answer harsh critics of comprehensive 
reform. Let’s take a moral stand together, by talking about immigration with 
family and friends, by telling our elected representatives that we support 
a just approach to immigration. Together, let’s lift a lamp of welcome and 
liberty for which we can all be proud.

Find quotes from several U.S. Catholic bishops online at 
creightonmagazine.org.
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Michael Legaspi, Ph.D.

Willing to Excel
What constitutes wisdom?

Creighton University theology professor Michael Legaspi, Ph.D., is one of 24 scholars — from a variety of disciplines — looking to shed light 
on one of humankind’s eternal questions as part of a new international research project.

Legaspi’s scholarly expertise lies in the study of biblical interpretation. He was chosen from more than 600 applicants worldwide to be part of 
the Defining Wisdom research project, supported by the University of Chicago and the John Templeton Foundation.

“A classic understanding of wisdom is that it is the skill of living well and securing the good life,” Legaspi explained. “For thousands of years, 
people have been drawing insight from the Bible in order to do precisely this.”

“So I will be examining the methods and contributions of interpretive communities from ancient, medieval and modern periods to gain a deeper 
understanding of what it means for a community to read the Bible as wisdom.”

Creighton University’s outstanding reputation for the pursuit of excellence rests solidly with the contributions of faculty such as 
Legaspi — passionate scholars, inspired teachers and tireless researchers.

Creighton is sustained by a Jesuit intellectual tradition that reaches back five centuries to the wisdom of St. Ignatius of Loyola and the 
Society of Jesus. Through the Campaign for Creighton, the University is making new investments in its faculty and academic programs. 
We invite you to join us in our “pursuit of wisdom” as we demonstrate together that we are Willing to Lead. 



Row 1 — 	From left: New Creighton University arch along the Venteicher Mall; new south doors to Creighton Hall (formerly the Administration Building); glass spire inside the  
	 Hixson-Lied Science Building; an intricate CU on the outside of Creighton Hall; fountain outside St. John’s Church.

Row 2 — 	From left: One of the stained glass windows inside St. John’s Church; clock tower on Morrison Stadium; Jesuit IHS symbol on Davis Square residence hall; statue of  
	 Jesuit founder St. Ignatius in front of the Reinert-Alumni Library; a planter along Creighton’s central mall (made with bricks from the old mall).

Row 3 — 	From left: A sculpture above the front doors to St. John’s Church; weather vane atop the new Harper Center; St. John’s Church clock tower; statue of Billy Bluejay  
	 outside Morrison Stadium; windows along the west side of St. John’s Church.  

Can you identify some of these campus sights?




