
Summer 2010

The Karl Marx You Never Knew Faculty After Hours Evening of HonorsThe Karl Marx You Never Knew Faculty After Hours Evening of Honors













Alumni News

Summer 2010
31

38 Mary Ryan Fahey, SJN, 
Omaha, Feb. 28, 2010.

39 Charles W. Norton, ARTS, 
Omaha, Feb. 2, 2010.

43 Thomas J. Smith, BSPha, 
Santa Barbara, Calif., March 

2, 2010.

44 Joyce Bruner Lorand, BS, 
Glencoe, Ill., March 15, 2010.

45 Elizabeth Wadleigh Berger, 
BS, West Grove, Pa., March 

9, 2010. John M. Hermanson, MD, 
Brandon, S.D., Oct. 22, 2009.

46 James D. Quinn, DDS, St. 
Joseph, Mo., Jan. 17, 2010.

47 Sr. Beatrice M. Costello, 
R.S.M., BS, Johnston, Iowa, 

Feb. 1, 2010. James A. Herbert, BSC, 
Omaha, Feb. 28, 2010.

49 James F. Whalen, BS, 
Olympia Fields, Ill., March 29, 

2010.

50 Ronald O. Allison, BSC, 
Omaha, Jan. 6, 2010. Thomas 

J. Carraher, JD, Lincoln, Neb., March 8, 
2010. Warren F. Farrell, BSPha, Olathe, 
Kan., Jan. 24, 2010. Hon. John T. Grant, 
JD, Omaha, Jan. 26, 2010. Joan M. 
Krager, MA, Omaha, March 20, 2010. 
Harvey F. Shoberg, BS, Omaha, March 
29, 2010.

51 Truman E. Clare, JD, Omaha, 
March 1, 2010. Rev. James W. 

O’Neill, M.M., ARTS, Maryknoll, N.Y., 
Jan. 29, 2010.

52 Eugene A. Dendinger, 
BSC’50, JD, Charlotte, N.C., 

Jan. 9, 2010.

53 James F. Kerwin, BSC, 
Carroll, Iowa, Oct. 15, 2009.

54 Dr. Herb S. Denenberg, JD, 
Radnor, Pa., March 19, 2010. 

Hon. Donald J. Hamilton, JD, Omaha, 
Jan. 11, 2010. Leona Schoeberl Horner, 
BS, San Jose, Calif., March 4, 2010.

55 Manual A. Chavez, DDS, 
Lakewood, Colo., Jan. 19, 2010. 

William J. Kieffer, ARTS, Lakeland, 
Fla., Feb. 14, 2010. Byron D. “Barney” 
Strattan, JD, Omaha, Feb. 28, 2010. 
Gerald E. Tracy, MD, Watertown, S.D., 
Dec. 2, 2008.

56 Thomas L. Miller, MD, 
Portland, Ore., Feb. 25, 2010.

57 Norman F. Bradshaw, 
JD, Omaha, March 31, 2010. 

Richard L. Spittler, JD, Norfolk, Neb., 
Feb. 8, 2010.

58 James R. Foutch, BSBA, 
Houston, March 8, 2010. 

Kenneth P. Steimel, MD, Charles City, 
Iowa, Jan. 11, 2010. Lawrence J. “Larry” 
Waldmann, ARTS, Scottsdale, Ariz., 
Feb. 27, 2010.

59 Merle J. McMahon, BSBA, 
Minneapolis, Jan. 21, 2010. 

Sr. M. Kateri Vojir, R.S.M., BA’54, 
MA, Omaha, March 9, 2010. Frank R. 
Yantorno, DDS, Lakewood, Colo., Oct. 
3, 2009.

60 Fred P. Booth, DDS, Lenexa, 
Kan., Sept. 20, 2009.

61 Dr. Guy T. Haven, BSChm, 
Baton Rouge, La., Jan. 20, 2010.

62 John L. Baker, JD, Angier, 
N.C., March 11, 2010. Rev. 

Anthony A. Petrusic, MA, Johnston, 
Pa., Feb. 2, 2010.

63 Thomas R. Dervin, BS, 
Leawood, Kan., Jan. 16, 2010.

64 James J. Bakos, BSBA, 
Kalamazoo, Mich., Dec. 20, 2009. 

Sr. M. Lawrence Mulligan, P.B.V.M., 
MSEdu, Dubuque, Iowa, March 19, 2010.

65 Carl M. Clark, MD, San 
Bernardino, Calif., March 14, 

2010.

67 John E. Osborn, BS, Denver, 
March 27, 2010.

68 Dr. Kathryn A. “Katie” 
Thomas, BACLS, Omaha, 

March 10, 2010.

71 Haydn Owens, MBA, Apopka, 
Fla., Jan. 18, 2010.

72 Sr. Marie A. Lonskey, S.C., 
MSScEd, Delhi Township, 

Ohio, March 6, 2010.

73 Thomas J. Rossitto, BSBA, 
Omaha, Jan. 16, 2010.

76 J. Scott Thayer, MD, 
Jacksonville, Fla., Oct. 13, 2009.

78 Carol Brabec Edwards, BA, 
Valparaiso, Ind., Jan. 6, 2010. 

Rosemarie Hernàndez, BA, Arlington, 
Va., Jan. 7, 2010. James C. Smittkamp, 
JD, Boulder, Colo., March 7, 2010.

79 Ronald P. Mitchell, BFA’69, 
JD, Overland Park, Kan., March 

2, 2010.

81 John J. McDonald Jr., JD, 
Mendota Heights, Minn., Feb. 

28, 2010.

82 Rose Marie Gillogly 
Luebbert, BS, Omaha, Jan. 

19, 2010.

88 Barbara A. Kueny, JD, 
Omaha, March 7, 2010.

89 Nancy Lee Schoening, BSN, 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, Feb. 28, 

2010.

97 Holly M. McIntyre, JD, St. 
Louis, Feb. 4, 2010.

01 Andrea Wood Gainey, MD, 
Walnut Creek, Calif., Feb. 15, 

2010.

08 Theresa A. Conway, MS, 
Bellevue, Neb., Jan. 31, 2010.

The Creighton University community mourns 
the loss the Rev. Paul Strittmatter, S.J., a former 
campus minister at Creighton who most recently 
served as a pastor for three Iowa churches; 
Michael Haller, M.D., who established the 
family practice program at Creighton in 1968 
and twice served as its chairman; and Robert 
Vining, D.D.S., former associate vice president 
for Health Sciences and dean of the School of 
Dentistry.

Fr. Strittmatter died March 30 of a sudden 
heart attack. He was 63 years old. A Des Moines, Iowa, native, Fr. Strittmatter joined the Society 
of Jesus in 1964. He earned a bachelor’s degree in philosophy from St. Louis University in 1970 
and a master’s degree in history from the same institution in 1971. He taught history for a time 
at Creighton Prep High School. He was ordained a priest in 1977 and then served in campus 
ministry and the medical school at Creighton. He spent nine years working on the Rosebud 
Indian Reservation in South Dakota before becoming pastor of churches in Dunlap, Woodbine and 
Mondamin, Iowa.

Haller died in his sleep on April 4 at the age of 79. In addition to his work in family practice, the 
longtime Creighton physician and administrator established an airplane flight instruction program 
for Creighton medical interns and residents in an effort to make practice in rural communities more 
attractive.

“Dr. Haller will be remembered as the pioneer of modern primary care, not only at Creighton, but 
throughout the Nebraska region. His dedication to his patients made him a role model for all young 
physicians,” said Donald Frey, M.D., vice president for Health Sciences.

Vining died Feb. 21 at the age of 90. Vining joined the Creighton dental faculty in 1952 and served 
as chair of operative dentistry from 1956 to 1958. He went on to work as a scientist for dental supply 
companies, but returned to Creighton in 1972 as dean of the School of Dentistry. He was promoted 
to associate vice president for Health Sciences in 1983. He held that post until 1985, when he 
returned to full-time teaching in the Department of Removable Prosthodontics. He was promoted to 
dean emeritus in 1986 and was named an honorary alumnus of the School of Dentistry in 1995.

Fr. Strittmatter Haller

Creighton Remembers Fr. Strittmatter, Dr. Haller, Dr. Vining



Even as Creighton sent the first of its medical teams to help victims 
of the Haiti earthquake that struck on Jan. 12, Creighton alumni were 
heading toward Haiti from all over the United States — and the 
world. Following is a snapshot of their efforts.

Guy Giroux, BS’80, MD’84, anesthesiologist, Topeka, Kan., 
traveled to Creighton’s Institute for Latin American Concern (ILAC) 
in the Dominican Republic in January and assisted Creighton health 
care personnel in Jímaní. “In 21 years of medical practice, I’d never 
seen so many amputations.”

Paul Duwelius, BS’77, MD’82, orthopedic surgeon, Lake Oswego, 
Ore., had plans for more than a year to replace 10 hips and 12 knees 
at the Juan Bosch Trauma Hospital in La Vega in the Dominican 
Republic. But soon he and his medical team, volunteering for ILAC, 
began to see the injured arriving from Haiti, and treated them, as 
well. They put in “some long days,” he would acknowledge.

Gregory Staeheli, BS’06, MD’10, Richland, Wash., volunteered in 
Jímaní, D.R., where Creighton medical teams were based. Staeheli 
assisted with external fixations, pinnings and some amputations. 

Lee Louis Yiuhon, DPT’04, physical therapist, Hong Kong, 
has been helping in Haiti. But his work, part of a post-earthquake 
rehabiliation project, has been centered in Sichuan, China, since the 
2008 earthquake there. “I hope we can share the rehab work for the 
humanitarian and relief project,” he adds.

Robert Young, BS’83, MS’85, MD’90, anesthesiologist, Pittsford, 
N.Y., volunteered with InterVol, a nonprofit organization founded 
in Rochester, N.Y. His team arrived in Leogane, Haiti, “with 800 
pounds of medical supplies,” according to wife, Kelly Young, 
BSBA’86, and remained to provide surgery and anesthesia services 
for approximately one week.

James P. Morgan, BA’86, MD’91, physician and surgeon of 
Montclair, N.J., is co-founder and medical director of The LAMP 
for Haiti, www.lampforhaiti.org/, a federally recognized charitable 
organization that serves the poorest slum in the Western Hemisphere, 
Port Au Prince’s Cite Soleil. The LAMP provides free medical care, as 
well as community and legal assistance to people who would otherwise 
go without, a commitment that has grown exponentially with the 
earthquake. Morgan’s wife, Elizabeth Cunningham Morgan, BA’86, 
M.D., said “working as a physician there gave me the satisfaction as a 
doctor that I have not felt in years.”

Chief Warrant Officer Kent Watson, BA’75, U.S. Army, Fort Belvoir, 
Va., and Forest Park, Ga., supervises U.S. assets through the Joint Task 
Force-Haiti. He reports that international funding (for Haiti relief) has 
been $1.139 billion, and “many countries are clearly demonstrating the 
goodness of humanity and genuine good will.”

Kevin Kathman, OTD’08, occupational therapist, Bloomington, 
Ind., Orthopedics of Southern Indiana, spent two weeks serving at St. 
Damien’s Children’s hospital in Port Au Prince, Haiti. While there, he 
“worked with an anesthesiologist who is an alumnus of our medical 
school … (and) also met a nurse who is the mother of a current 

Alumni Answer Haiti’s Cry Taking a break on 
her medical mission 
to Haiti, Creighton 
alumna Elizabeth 
Dowling, BA’93, 
visits a Port au Prince 
orphanage housing 43 
children. Run by an 
American missionary, 
the facility is a haven 
for infants to teenagers.
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Save the Date
Jaybacker  
Jamboree
Nov. 6, 2010
D.J. Sokol Arena inside the  
Wayne & Eileen Ryan Athletic Center



Rebuilding in Chile
Hearing of the Feb. 27 Chilean earthquake, Edward J. 

(Jamie) Welch II, BA’92, (foreground in the blue shirt) a 
marketing consultant in Pensacola, Fla., left for the Chilean 
capital, Santiago, to volunteer with Un Techo Para Chile — A 
Roof For Chile. Founded by the Rev. Felipe Berios, S.J., the 
organization sent 3,000 volunteers to build 1,600 homes during 
Holy Week. From “Good Friday to Easter, we built all 1,600 
houses we set out to build,” said Welch. See his story and 
photos online at creightonmagazine.org.
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Creighton student. It was nice to see the Creighton connection in the 
midst of such chaos. I was not surprised to see the Creighton family 
reaching out to help our neighbors.”

Jay Bridgeman, MD’01, orthopedic surgeon, Hershey, Pa., Penn State 
Hershey Medical Center, specializing in hand surgery, microvascular 
surgery and limb reconstruction, upper extremity trauma and 
congenital hand deformity, was in Haiti working with OperationSmile 
as an orthopedic/hand surgeon. His travels are documented at  
www.operationsmile.org/haiti/haiti-week-1.html.

Robert Della Rocca, MD’67, Port Chester, N.Y., co-founder, 
ophthalmologist, surgeon director, New York Eye and Ear Infirmary; 
chief of ophthalmology, St. Lukes/Roosevelt Hospital Center, New 
York City, served in the Dominican Republic in March, as part of the 
Volunteer Health Program (VHP). VHP is a nonprofit health care 
program which focuses on primary medical and surgical eye care 
to underserved rural areas in Central America and the Dominican 
Republic.

Joseph Boyle, MD’91, emergency medicine physician, Elbert, Colo., 
who went to Haiti to treat earthquake victims, wound up bringing 
home his son, 4-year-old Sebastian, whose adoption he and wife, Ann, 
had been attempting for almost a year. While in Haiti, he and his group 
treated more than 1,000 patients.

Editor’s note: Creighton University Magazine is proud to highlight 
alumni in service around the world. Please send your information to 
alumdata@creighton.edu.

Your Help is Still Needed
You can still donate to the Haiti relief effort through Creighton’s 

Institute for Latin American Concern by visiting http://securejay.
creighton.edu/haiti. The Rev. Bill Johnson, S.J., director of pastoral care at 
Creighton’s ILAC center, also notes that “Show Your Goodness” T-shirts 

are available in a variety of colors, sizes and languages at www.
showyourgoodness.com. All profits will be sent to the Jesuit Refugee 
Service in Haiti to help children suffering from the earthquake. You 
can read Fr. Johnson’s full story in the most recent issue of Jesuit 
Journeys, online at www.jesuitswisprov.org/jesuit_journeys.

Call for Entries: CU Magazine Essay Contest
Author Ron Hansen to Judge

Creighton alumni who have an urge to write have an opportunity to be published — thanks to a special essay contest in  
Creighton University Magazine.

“Finding God in Daily Life” is the topic for contest entries, to be judged by Creighton faculty and noted author  
and Creighton alumnus Ron Hansen, BA’70, winner of the American Academy and Institute of Arts  
and Letters Award in Literature and author of many highly acclaimed novels.

With an Aug. 1, 2010, deadline, contest entries must:

•	 Include a cover sheet with the following information: Name, graduation year, address, phone number and e-mail;
•	 Be 700 words or about three typed, double-spaced pages in length with standard margins and numbering;
•	 Include two hard copies of the essay, stapled, without identification on any pages.

The contest winner will be chosen and notified by Christmas 2010, with the winning entry to be published in the Spring 2011 
issue of the magazine.

A commemorative prize will be awarded.
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In 1919, in the aftermath of World War I, the Catholic bishops of the 
United States issued a pamphlet titled “Social Reconstruction: A General 
Review of the Problems and Survey of Remedies.” According to Monsignor 
John Tracy Ellis in his classic study, American Catholicism, some of the 
remedies were “minimum-wage legislation; unemployment, health, and 
old-age insurance for workers; age limit for child labor; legal enforcement 
of the right of labor to organize; and the need for a public housing program 
and for a national employment service.” 

In response, the president of the National 
Association of Manufacturers wrote a letter 
to Cardinal Gibbons, the leading American 
prelate, stating “’it is our belief that a careful 
reading of this pamphlet will lead you to the 
conclusion … that it involves what may prove 
to be a covert effort to disseminate partisan, pro-
labor union, socialistic propaganda under the 
official insignia of the Roman Catholic Church 
in America.’”

Nonetheless, despite the hostility of such 
vested interests, by mid-century all but one of 
the bishops’ proposals for social reconstruction, 
for social justice, had become the law of the 
land. So much a part of the fabric of American 
life have those ideas become that it would be 
unthinkable for a candidate for public office to 
run on a platform calling for their repeal. As an 
opponent of the recent health care legislation is 
reported to have shouted at a congressman who 
supported the legislation, “Keep your hands off 
my Medicare!”

I was reminded of that prophetic 1919 
pamphlet when earlier this year media 
personality Glenn Beck accused all churches 
who preach social justice of actually promoting socialism. That is especially 
ironic since the document that inspired “Social Reconstruction” was Pope 
Leo XIII’s groundbreaking encyclical letter, Rerum Novarum, also known 
as “On the Condition of Labor” (1891). That letter presented a vigorous 
critique of the socialist movements that were roiling the political waters 
throughout newly industrialized Europe at the end of the 19th century. 
Because the pope assumed that socialism was monolithic and that its 
“main tenet” was “the community of goods” or the abolition of all private 
property, it had to be “utterly rejected” as an alternative to capitalism.

On the other hand, Pope Leo was not naïve about what unbridled 19th 
century capitalism had meant for the working man. He observed that 
“the misery and wretchedness which press so heavily at this moment 

on the large majority of the very poor” is the result of “the callousness of 
employers and the greed of unrestrained competition.” He does not mince 
his words: “a small number of very rich men have been able to lay upon 
the masses of the poor a yoke little better than slavery itself.” 

Leo’s remedies to the social malaise included not only a general renewal 
of Christian morality but also an assertive role for government: “Whenever 
the general interest of any particular class suffers, or is threatened with, 

evils, which can in no other way be met, the 
public authority must step in to meet them,” 
and “when there is a question of protecting the 
rights of individuals, the poor and helpless have 
a claim to special consideration.” 

But notice that important clause: “which 
can in no other way be met.” This is an early 
statement of what later became known as the 
“principle of subsidiarity,” a key theme of 
modern Catholic social teaching. Leo described 
subsidiarity as the principle “that the law 
must not undertake more, nor go further, than 
is required for the remedy of the evil or the 
removal of the danger.” 

Commentators often point out that 
subsidiarity cuts both ways. Simply put, 
no bigger than necessary, but also, as big 
as necessary. The second part of that motto 
explains why the popes of the last half-century 
have consistently supported the United Nations 
and other world bodies. Global problems, such 
as climate change, call for global solutions. 
That is not an argument for a single world 
government or that “bigger is better.” But 
neither does subsidiarity align with Henry 
David Thoreau’s famous dictum, “That 

government is best which governs least.” Of course, faithful citizens will 
and even should argue vigorously about where the line between big-
enough and too-big is to be drawn in any particular case. 

Whenever the Catholic Church is accused of promoting socialism, I 
gratefully recall that 1919 pamphlet and its prophetic vision, which close to 
a century later doesn’t seem extreme at all. 

Roger Bergman, Ph.D., is director of the Justice and Peace Studies Program 
and associate professor in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology in the 
Creighton College of Arts and Sciences. His book Catholic Social Learning: 
Educating the Faith That Does Justice is being published this year by Fordham 
University Press.

The Catholic Church and Social Justice:

By Roger Bergman, Ph.D.

TheLastWord What’s Government Got to Do with It?

Pope Leo XIII’s groundbreaking encyclical letter, Rerum 
Novarum, offered a vigorous critique of socialism, while also 
warning of the ills of unbridled capitalism.
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A Look at Faculty Research

uCristina Fernandez, M.D., 
associate professor of 
pediatrics … her research 
interests span from childhood 
obesity to safety programs  
for school children, from 
vitamin D to asthma and 
obesity, from health disparities 
and cultural sensitivity in 
medicine to breast feeding 
and lead intoxication

uNursing professors Misty 
Schwartz, BSN’92, Ph.D., and 
Ann Laughlin, BSN’76, MS’94, 
Ph.D. … their work with 
approximately 25 parochial 
schools has lead to various 
research opportunities, 
including projects relating to 
prevention and interventions 
for childhood obesity.

qSonia Rocha-Sanchez, Ph.D., assistant 
professor in oral biology and biomedical 
sciences … she is studying inner-ear sensory 
cells (hair cells) with the ultimate goal of 
developing gene therapies for cell regeneration 
to assist those suffering from hearing loss.

p

Rui-Ping Xia, Ph.D., assistant 
professor of physical therapy 
… her research in rigidity 
(stiffness or inflexibility) 
associated with Parkinson’s 
disease could lead to 
better clinical diagnosis and 
assessment of treatment 
outcomes.

u

Political scientists Richard 
Witmer, Ph.D., and Erika 

Moreno, Ph.D., are 
also husband and wife 
… Moreno’s research 
interests include Latin 

American politics, 
comparative politics, 

political institutions 
and electoral systems, 
while Witmer’s primary 
interests are American 

Indian politics and political 
institutions.

u
The discovery of new knowledge, the search for truth in all its forms, the development of novel 
approaches to complex issues … Scholarly and scientific research is integral to Creighton University’s 
mission. Below, we share a sampling of Creighton faculty members living out that directive.
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Arts and Sciences graduate Patrick Carter of St. Paul, Minn., 
and School of Medicine graduate Marley Doyle of Overland Park, 
Kan., received the Spirit of Creighton Award at Creighton’s May 
commencement ceremonies.

Carter, a justice and society major, was active in volunteer and 
leadership roles both on and off campus. His list of activities included: 
Jesuit University Humanitarian Action Network president, Cortina 
residence hall community advisor, Spring Break Service trip coordinator, 
St. John’s Church lector, Habitat for Humanity volunteer, English as 
a Second Language tutor, and Center for Social Justice advocacy team 
member. He helped develop Creighton’s Online Ministries’ Student Daily 
Reflections; interned with a national Catholic social justice lobbying 
group; and represented Creighton at a national student panel on campus 
sustainability. Carter plans to pursue a master’s degree in public policy at 
the University of Minnesota this fall.

Doyle, president of the 2010 medical class, was active in Creighton’s 
student-run Magis Clinic for the homeless and medically underserved, 

and established and directed Magis psychiatry clinics for both adults and 
children. She served as vice president of the Student National Medical 
Association, and, in 2006, earned Creighton’s Aesculapian Award — 
given annually to one medical student from each class for compassion and 
selfless service. This spring, she was inducted into the Gold Humanism 
Honor Society, a national honor society that recognizes medical students 
for demonstrated excellence in clinical care, leadership, compassion 
and dedication to service. Doyle will pursue a psychiatry residency at 
Northwestern University’s McGaw Medical Center in Chicago.

Patrick Carter, BA’10 Marley Doyle, MD’10
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